
ALABAMA MAYORS 
LEADING FOR 
YOUNG CHILDREN
M E E T I N G  2  I S S U E  B R I E F  |  2 0 2 1



A L A BA M A  M AYO R S  LE A D I N G  FO R  YO U N G  C H I LD R E N

1

In partnership with The Hunt Institute, the Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education and the 
Alabama League of Municipalities invited all Alabama Mayors to participate in Alabama Mayors Leading  
for Young Children, a series of virtual convenings focused on mayoral leadership in early childhood 
education. The second meeting will highlight several mayors who will share how they support early 
childhood in their communities.

Mayors and city councilmembers can take the lead, or serve as important partners, in local efforts to 
expand access to or create new early learning programs. Municipal leaders may also consider working 
with their local school districts to secure state or federal resources for preschool programs or other 
early intervention services. According to the National League of Cities Support Early Childhood Success 
Action Kit, city officials can take action to promote early childhood by making early childhood a priority 
in the community and throughout municipal government; strengthening families to ensure parents 
and caregivers have access to information, resources, and supports they need to support their child’s 
development; and by enhancing access to high-quality and affordable child care. Below are examples  
of how mayors outside of Alabama are supporting early childhood efforts in their communities.

MAYO R S L E ADING AC ROS S T H E NAT I O N

MAYO R S L E ADING IN C I T IE S

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania | Mayor Jim Kenney
PHLpreK offers free, quality pre-K to three- to four-year-old children across Philadelphia. This program 
is funded by the Philadelphia Beverage Tax (PBT) proposed by Mayor Kenney and passed by City Council 
in 2016. The tax covers the distribution of sweetened beverages intended for resale in Philadelphia and 
is 1.5 cents per ounce of sweetened beverage distributed. PHLpreK currently serves 3,300 children each 
year partnering with 137 early childhood education providers and there are no income requirements 
to participate. A priority is to help improve low-rated centers in low-income communities. Thirty-nine 
providers in “priority” communities have improved from one or two Keystone Stars, the state’s Quality 
Rating Improvement System, to the three- or four-star level. Since beginning in January 2017, over 8,000 
children have been served.

Jacksonville, Florida | Mayor Lenny Curry
In 2017, Mayor Curry proposed the Kids Hope Alliance: Jacksonville Partnership for Children, Youth, and 
Families by combining the Jacksonville Children’s Commission and the Jax Journey. The Alliance funds 
programming in early learning and school readiness, juvenile-justice intervention programs, summer  
camp and afterschool, and pre-teen and teen programming.

Dayton, Ohio | Mayor Nan Whaley
Preschool Promise is a non-profit organization funded by Montgomery County, the City of Dayton,  
and local philanthropists to help four-year-old children get ready for kindergarten. In 2016, Dayton  
voters passed a 0.25 percent income tax increase to support critical city services and to offer one  
year of affordable, quality preschool to all Dayton families with a four-year-old child institutionalizing  
Preschool Promise while providing sustained funding.
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https://children.alabama.gov/mayors/
https://children.alabama.gov/mayors/
https://www.nlc.org/resource/supporting-early-childhood-success-action-kit/
https://www.nlc.org/resource/supporting-early-childhood-success-action-kit/
https://www.phila.gov/programs/quality-pre-k/
https://www.phila.gov/services/payments-assistance-taxes/business-taxes/philadelphia-beverage-tax/
https://www.phila.gov/media/20170209150802/CertifiedCopy16017601-1.pdf
https://philadelphia.chalkbeat.org/2020/3/31/22186670/city-and-district-seek-to-expand-pre-k-and-align-services
https://philadelphia.chalkbeat.org/2020/3/31/22186670/city-and-district-seek-to-expand-pre-k-and-align-services
https://www.pakeys.org/keystone-stars/
https://www.phila.gov/2021-01-13-programs-funded-by-the-philadelphia-beverage-tax-continue-to-thrive-winter-2021-update/
https://www.phila.gov/2021-01-13-programs-funded-by-the-philadelphia-beverage-tax-continue-to-thrive-winter-2021-update/
http://kidshopealliance.org/early-learning-2/
https://www.preschoolpromise.org/Default.aspx
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Richmond, Virginia | Mayor Levar Stoney
In September 2020, Mayor Stoney announced plans for universal pre-kindergarten for every child in the  
City of Richmond by 2025. The pre-K plan expands access to quality preschool by creating a public preschool 
option for chldren beginning at three. Mayor Stoney also allocated $1,000,000 of CARES Act funding for  
city grants to increase capacity and safety measures for emergency child care and facilitated learning 
centers. Mayor Stoney also partnered with public schools to offer full day child care for Richmond Public 
Schools students.

Fort Worth, Texas | Mayor Betsy Price
The Raising of Fort Worth Initiative added “The Best Place for Kids” as a four-pillar strategy that includes 
developing a child care facility model, mapping child care deserts, repurposing buildings for child care 
or upgrading existing facilities, and using summer school spaces as early education hubs. The focus is to 
increase access to high-quality child care to support workforce development and kindergarten readiness. 
The strategy is a whole community approach to ensure every child has access to a quality education  
starting at birth, families are connected with key community resources, and businesses are supported  
with strategies that benefit working parents. Early learning is a key strategic lever for Fort Worth because:

1. The early years set the trajectory for learning and life success

2. Quality child care is needed for working families

3. Employers need to attract and retain a competitive workforce

San Francisco, California | Mayor London N. Breed
Provided $25 million in grants and zero-interest loans to early care and education programs. The city and 
County of San Francisco created the Early Education Recovery Program with legislation authorizing the use 
of Proposition (Baby) C reserves for one-time grants and interest-free loans. The program will help child 
care remain open and give them resources they need to offer high-quality child care services. Proposition C 
(“Baby” Prop C) is a Commercial Rent Tax for Child Care and Early Education authorizing an additional tax on 
the lease of commercial property for landlords with annual gross receipts over $1 million.

Chattanooga, Tennessee | Mayor Andy Berke
In 2017, Mayor Berke formed the Office of Early Learning to increase the number of children entering 
kindergarten with the skills and experiences needed to succeed and to increase the amount of quality early 
childhood education in Chattanooga. In 2018, Mayor Berke announced the Seats for Success initiative with 
a goal of adding 1,000 high-quality early learning seats. That goal was surpassed last month with 1,136 
early learning seats added during his term. He also created Baby University (Baby U) in 2015, a partnership 
between the City of Chattanooga, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Tennessee, and Signal Centers to provide 
intensive case management services to expectant mothers. 

Pasadena, California | Mayor Terry Tornek
In 2015, Pasadena City Council passed a resolution that by 2025, Pasadena will be known as an Early 
Learning City establishing an Office of the Young Child, located in the city library, to coordinate health care, 
social services, and parenting resources geared toward children under five. The office also administers the 
Early Development Index, a survey of young children to determine if intervention is needed.
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http://raisingoffortworth.com/
https://bestplace4kids.com/
https://sfoece.org/covid-19/early-education-recovery-program/
http://www.chattanooga.gov/youthandfamily/office-of-early-learning/baby-u


A L A BA M A  M AYO R S  LE A D I N G  FO R  YO U N G  C H I LD R E N

3

Chicago, Illinois | Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot
Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot announced the launch of Every Child Ready Chicago, a public-private partnership led 
by the City of Chicago in partnership with Start Early on October 8, 2020. The multi-year effort seeks to align 
the prenatal-to-five systems and supports serving Chicago’s children and families, creating a coordinated 
early childhood ecosystem that prepares every child in the city to succeed in kindergarten and beyond.

Los Angeles, California | Mayor Eric Garcetti
Mayor Garcetti announced the City will recruit, train, and certify 2,500 new early childhood educators by 
2025 through the California College Promise Grant, which is offered by the state community college system 
to low-income students in order to make community college tuition free.

MAYO R S L E ADING IN S MAL L TOWN S AN D RUR AL ARE A S

Weakly County, Tennessee | Mayor Jake Bynum
Established Tennova Volunteer Hospital as the first birthing hospital in West Tennessee, and 12th  
statewide. Ensures every child born in Weakley receives a book and is enrolled in the local Dolly  
Parton’s Imagination Library program.

Kershaw, South Carolina | Mayor Mark Dorman
Received a South Carolina First Steps 4K grant to renovate a historic downtown building into a child care and 
early education center. Kershaw is considered a “child care desert” with no licensed child care providers in 
either the town limits or surrounding areas.

Burlington, Vermont | Mayor Miro Weinberger
The Burlington Early Learning Initiative (ELI) is an innovative municipal program that takes a multi-pronged 
approach to making child care more affordable and accessible for Burlington families. ELI provides capacity 
grants awarded to child care providers by the city to create new centers or spaces as well as scholarships 
through the ELI First Steps Scholarship Program to provide high quality child care to low-income children 
and families. Mayor Weinberger and community partners recently announced expansion of the scholarship 
program doubling the program from 20 to more than 40 children. Mayor Weinberger began the Early 
Learning Initiative to address the fact that low-income Burlington children are disproportionately likely to 
be unready for school, experience a widening achievement gap as they age in the public school system, and 
experience a range of negative outcomes later in life, including reduced educational achievements, higher 
rates of chronic health problems, higher rates of incarceration and drug misuse, and lower lifetime earnings.

Longmont, Colorado | Mayor Brian Bagley
The Mayor’s Office created Bright Eyes in 2003, an initiative to promote quality programs for preschool-aged 
children, formed to focus on ways the Longmont community could help ensure all Longmont children have 
a healthy start in life and are ready to learn when they enter school. In 2007, the Mayor’s Book Club was 
established to encourage three- and four-year-old children and their parents and caregivers to read a new 
book together monthly. Once a child joins the Mayor’s Book Club, he or she will receive a free book each 
month in the mail until they turn five. The Mayor and a Spanish speaking community leader read the books 
they send on Longmont’s local access channel. In 2019, the Mayor’s office hosted an Early Education Summit, 
a community discussion to help shape the future of early childhood education within the city of Longmont 
focusing on creating a city council work plan to provide high quality pre-K opportunities for all children.
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https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/mayor/press_room/press_releases/2020/october/EveryChildReady.html
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/chicagoearlylearning/home/Every-Child-Ready-Chicago.html
https://www.startearly.org/
https://www.first5la.org/article/la-mayor-garcetti-mayors-should-do-more-for-youngest-constituents/
https://imaginationlibrary.com/us/affiliate/TNWEAKLEY/
https://imaginationlibrary.com/us/affiliate/TNWEAKLEY/
https://scfirststeps.org/town-of-kershaw-receives-first-steps-4k-grant/
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/it/earlylearning
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/Press/mayor-weinberger-community-partners-announce-pilot-year-progress-of-the-burlington-early
https://www.longmontcolorado.gov/departments/departments-a-d/children-youth-and-families/early-education
https://www.timescall.com/2019/04/25/longmont-mayor-holding-early-education-summit-on-saturday/
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FURTHER READING
North Carolina Early Childhood Foundation - Local Funding for Early Learning: A Community Toolkit

Boston UPK Advisory Committee Report - Recommendations to Inform City Planning for High-Quality Universal  
Pre-Kindergarten in Boston

Durham Pre-K Task Force - Financing a Pre-K Expansion in Durham: Lessons from Other Communities

Implementation Progress Report: Mecklenburg County Action plan for Early Childhood Education, 2019 Update

Innovative Financing for Early Childhood Education: State and Local Options

Institute for Emerging Issues: Local Financing Options for Early Childhood Development

Center for American Progress: State and Local Wins Illustrate National Demand for Early Learning Investments 

UNICEF: Mayors for Children 

https://financingtools.ncearlychildhoodfoundation.org/
https://www.cityofboston.gov/images_documents/Boston%20UPK%20Advisory%20Committee%20Report%20April%202016%20FINAL_tcm3-53557.pdf
https://www.cityofboston.gov/images_documents/Boston%20UPK%20Advisory%20Committee%20Report%20April%202016%20FINAL_tcm3-53557.pdf
https://dukespace.lib.duke.edu/dspace/bitstream/handle/10161/14931/Katherine.Quarton.MP.PreschoolFunding.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://www.ced.org/pdf/Report.pdf
http://www.ced.org/pdf/Report.pdf
https://iei.ncsu.edu/local-financing/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/early-childhood/news/2020/12/09/493515/state-local-wins-illustrate-national-demand-early-learning-investments/
https://www.unicef.org/eca/media/10401/file/Mayors%20for%20Children%20meeting.pdf

